
First United Methodist Church of Carson City
June 13, 2021, 3rd Sunday after Pentecost

Guest Speaker: Lay Leader Dave Troescher
9:00 Lay Reader: Linda Getschman

11:00 Lay Reader: Hope Tingle
Organist/Pianist: Katie Cardoza

Chancel Choir Director: Judy Monson

Welcome to First United Methodist Church. We are so glad to have you join us for worship today.
If you are joining us online, we would love to meet you. Our Online Host will be joining the online
service to chat, answer questions, and record any praises/prayer requests our praise/prayer time. If
you are unable to use the YouTube chat, you can text our Praise/Prayer line, 775-400-2912. Go to
www.carsoncitymethodist.com to learn more about our community and connect with us!

Prelude

(11:00) Call to Worship Gather Us In

Welcome

Passing the Peace (video)

Opening Hymn Take My Life and Let It Be

Opening Prayer

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
Where there is injury, pardon.
Where there is doubt, faith.
Where there is despair, hope.
Where there is darkness, light.
Where there is sadness, joy.
O Master, let me not seek as much
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love,
for it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Children’s Time

(11:00) Special Music Shout Amen!

http://www.carsoncitymethodist.com


Scripture Reading Acts 2:44-47, Romans 12:1-2 (The Message)
The Christians Luke wrote about in Acts were not enthusiastic spectators of Jesus. They
didn’t just admire him, and in their better moments imitate him. They committed their
lives to following his teachings. They are in on the action of God, God acting in them,
God living in them. In today’s passage from Acts, we get a powerful glimpse of the early
church, and how these new Christians treated one another.

In this modern language version of the reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans, written
some thirty years after the death and resurrection of Christ, we are given instructions on
how to live that resonate to this very day. This version may not be as familiar as the more
traditional versions that implore us to make our bodies into a living sacrifice, but the
simple instructions and the explanation for them, written here in plain English, convey a
powerful message for us. Here are today’s Scripture readings:

Acts 2:44-47 The Message Version
Everyone around was in awe - all those wonders and signs done through the apostles!
And all the believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding everything in common. They
sold whatever they owned and pooled their resources so that each person’s need was met.

They followed a daily discipline of worship in the Temple followed by meals at home,
every meal a celebration, exuberant and joyful, as they praised God. People in general
liked what they saw. Every day their number grew as God added to those who were
saved.

Romans 12:1-2 The Message Version
So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary
life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before
God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for
God. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even
thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out.
Readily recognize what God wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the
culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the
best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.

Sermon Passing God’s Baton
Will you please pray with me?

Creator God, Personal God, Loving God, please bless us with your Holy Spirit at this
time and in this place, as we open our hearts and minds to your love and truth. Amen.

I’m Dave Troescher, the Lay Leader of the First United Methodist Church of Carson City.
It is an honor and privilege to speak to you today while Reverend Maggie McNaught



enjoys some well-deserved vacation. Our prayers go out to her that she can enjoy a restful
and rejuvenating time.

One quick announcement before I begin: Because of the severe drought, the Baptist
Church announced they will no longer be using full immersion baptism, but will instead
be pouring; the Lutheran Church will not be pouring, but will be sprinkling; and the
United Methodist Church will not be sprinkling, we will be issuing rain checks!

Just kidding. If you want to get baptized, just call the office. I think Reverend Maggie
may have to use a spray bottle of hand sanitizer, but I’m pretty sure it will still count.

Years ago when I was in the life insurance industry, I attended a conference where a
speaker named Roger Zener told a story about a meeting with the son and sole heir of the
founder of a manufacturing business, who had become the president of his late father’s
company.

When Roger sat down with this young man, the guy thought he had the world by the tail.
He was wealthy, single, good-looking, and just a bit arrogant. He certainly didn’t need
anything Roger, the life insurance salesman, might be trying to sell him. But Roger asked
him a simple question:

“Son, have you passed the baton?”

He said, “What?”

“Have you passed the baton? Your father worked his whole life so that you could have a
better life than he and your mom had. Now it’s your turn. He has passed the baton to you.
What are you doing about passing that baton?”

I heard that story 40 years ago and can recall it to this day. “Have you passed the baton?”

For two thousand years, followers of Christ have had the responsibility of passing the
baton of God’s love from generation to generation. And how have they done that? Well,
they shared stories of Jesus and taught each new generation about him; what he said and
did.

Christians have modeled the behaviors they believe are Christlike; they feed the hungry,
clothe the naked, and visit the prisoner. Members of our church do these things, too; but I
feel we are missing something important.

Many of us have recently finished the “Disciple Like Jesus” book study, which outlined
some ways in which we can become more like Jesus and encourage others to join us in
our journey. Discipleship, or walking in the way of Christ, is not about information. It’s
not about what you know, or don’t know. It’s about transformation. Changing lives.
Yours and others. Changing from the lives of quiet desperation that Thoreau suggested
most people lead, into lives of excitement and rejoicing over the unfolding events that
God has in store for each of us, every day. This study was meant to prepare us to be those
people who could reach out to others in love, and when needed, to explain why we love



God and order our lives in such a way that service to God and service to others is
important to us.

Why might it be important to study a book about discipleship?

Because most of us are terrible at doing a basic thing we should all be good at...inviting
friends and acquaintances to share our journey with God. And this study helped us
understand how easy it can be to share our faith with others in a way that is comfortable
for us...and them.

God has the power to transform lives, and God lets us help. It is the most fulfilling thing
imaginable. As Christians, it should be part of our DNA - sharing God’s love in such a
way that it transforms the lives of others. And yet, we avoid doing this, time and again.
It’s just not a comfortable thing for most of us. We don’t know what to say, do we?

Well, what if inviting someone to church was as easy as inviting someone to dinner?
What if we conquered our fear, and began to reach out to those around us in ways that
opened their hearts and minds to God’s love?

That’s why doing this study might be helpful. It could empower you to do these things.

When you hear someone talking about being a disciple of Christ, what comes to mind? A
follower of Christ? That’s how most of us see it. A disciple is a follower. A person who
learns from the Master. But the book we studied suggests something slightly different. In
Jesus’ time, a disciple was someone trying to form their lives to be like the Master.
Perhaps a better description than a follower or learner is a becomer. It’s not about
ingesting information, it’s about transformation. Of your life, not just someone else’s!

If you did the study, I hope you are better positioned to help God transform lives. For
those that didn’t, I’m going to share just a couple of things you can do for discipleship,
and I’ll bet they will surprise you. The first is pretty simple; start having a daily
devotional. I use “The Upper Room,” those little quarter-page sized magazines you see
lying around the church or in the office. According to the study, you’re supposed to take
15 minutes to 1/2-hour each day to reflect on the Word of God and consider what God
might have in store for you that day. I’ll tell you; I’ve started doing this, and it’s made a
huge difference in my life...I’m now a half-hour late to work every day! [Just kidding!]

So, you may be too busy right now to take 1/2-hour every day…I get that…I too have a
lot going on right now...but I can read that day’s devotional, along with the short Bible
verse printed above it and the prayer beneath it. It takes about 60 seconds. But it gets me
thinking, every day, about what someone else is sharing about their lives and how they
see God at work in their world; and that gets me to thinking about what God is doing in
my life and what God might have in store for me that day. All from one minute of
reading. Would it do more for me if I took more time? No doubt. But before you commit
to spending 1/2-hour every day, I’m suggesting you take 60 seconds instead; but do it
day after day for 30 days. Then decide if it was worth the time, and whether you might



consider spending more time each day. We need to commit to greater personal growth in
Christ, and this is one small but significant step in that direction.

Another thing you can do is invite someone you don’t really know well, like a neighbor
or an acquaintance, for coffee or tea; either at your home or a restaurant, or even
McDonald’s...I mean, coffee for a buck is a pretty cheap date. Ask about their lives and
listen to their answers. If they ask about yours, tell them a little, but not too much...this is
not about you telling your life’s story, it’s about creating an opportunity to build trust with
another person, and getting to know them. After doing this a few times, you might be
comfortable enough to invite them to church, either online or in person. Or to your small
group. No arm twisting, just honest caring.

Consider this: If you believe that following Jesus is a path to God and a fulfilling life;
that loving God with all your heart and soul and mind, and loving your neighbors as
yourself, are critical aspects of your faith; and that God’s mercy and loving kindness will
follow you all the days of your life; unless you reach out and serve others, no one cares!
Seriously. No one cares what you believe. They do care what you do. Especially if what
you do impacts their lives in a positive, loving way. Faith without works is dead, right?
That would be James 2:17. [See? Lots of good stuff in the Bible!]

People don’t come to Christ because of our superior theological arguments, they come
because they realize someone cares about them, and invites them to care about others. It’s
a process.

Phil Maynard, the co-author of the book we studied, shared a story about a sermon a
friend of his preached on discipleship. Afterwards, he was at the back of the church,
shaking the hands of the congregants, when one guy couldn’t contain himself, and blurted
out, “When did the rules get changed?”

His friend said, “What rules are you talking about?”

The man said, “I’ve been going to this church for nearly 50 years, and no one ever told
me before that to be a disciple I had to serve people!” You may be feeling exactly the
same way; that someone just changed the rules regarding what it means to be a Christian.

But new churches understand this. They understand that they will not grow if they don’t
reach out to their community and invite others to join their journey. That is why so often,
it’s the new church in town that grows dramatically, going from not even being there to
making a huge impact in their community. Discipleship is part of their DNA.

I am really happy that we are reaching out to thank teachers and first responders with
Thank You cards, doughnuts, and gift cards. I am excited to hear we are planning to reach
out to young moms with Zoom meetings to share parenting skills. We are strong
supporters of Capital City CIRCLES, helping families in our community escape
generational poverty. We have Stephen Ministers ready to walk alongside people in need.



We still put together and distribute the Community Resource Guide, so helpful for people
to find where they can go for various medical and social services. These are excellent
ministries, and we have many more. I believe we can build on these ministries and make
an even greater impact in the lives of our community.

Ours is not a mega-church. But there are United Methodist Churches which are. The
church in Tipp City, Ohio, Ginghamsburg UMC, has grown from a small church in a
small town to a huge church with multiple campuses, which also rejuvenated a number of
decaying United Methodist Churches in surrounding towns. They have life groups for
alcoholism, weight loss, narcotics and sexual addiction, financial education, parenting,
Care groups, Hospitality groups for both online and onsite services, Food ministries,
Clothing ministries, Teacher support and appreciation, and a significant online group
ministry.

By the way, I wouldn’t be surprised if our church follows their lead and hires someone
specifically to work in the areas of online ministry and social media. Many churches are
doing exactly that.

However, there’s something else I’d like you to know about the Ginghamsburg church.
They believe they are called to make disciples, not attendees. Their emphasis is on
mission, not church growth. The growth part follows the commitment of their members to
unselfish, sacrificial mission. For example, you can’t just transfer your membership to
their church. You’d have to attend a 12-week membership curriculum. Those who
complete the course and want to join the church commit to regular worship attendance, a
small group relationship, a place of service, and a biblical tithe of 10% of their income
each year. In other words, members commit to grow as disciples - not just join. Check out
their website, Ginghamsburg.org.

Discipleship is not cornering someone and twisting their arm about what they believe. It
is about offering to help someone and inviting them to help others with you. It’s about
sharing the love of God and inviting others to join with you in sharing it with even more
people. We can’t make the kind of impact God wants us to make all by ourselves; we
need the help of others. We can’t go from 10 ministries to 100 overnight. But we can add
one or two at a time, and invite others to pitch in and help us grow them.

We should be a beacon of hope for those in our community who need to know there is
hope for them and their families; who may feel unappreciated; who may need help
getting their lives back on track. People are lonely. And we can do something about that,
can’t we? We can reach out with God’s love.

Saying “Yes” to sacrificially helping others is one of the greatest things we can do; not
only for the people we are helping, but for us! Our church needs to be at the center of this
movement to help others in our community. Our outreach group has been looking for
ways we can positively impact our community and each other, and we are already seeing
a positive impact. We need to pool our resources, as we are able, to fund these projects.



We need to do these things with joy and anticipation for the blessings God will be
providing. And...we need to invite others to share the journey with us.

My prayer for you is that you discover your gifts and use them in the service of God to
transform the world. It sounds like kind of a big deal, but it has to work on a very
personal level. People need to know that God loves them. We need to let them know that
we love them, too.

The Church exists not for itself, but for the community it is called to serve. After Covid,
things cannot go back to the way they were. We must make things better than they were.
Let’s pass God’s baton, and transform the world, one grateful soul at a time.

Amen.

Prayers and Praises

Pastoral Prayer

Action Steps
1. Please take a copy of The Upper Room at either exit if you wish, and read one

story each day for 30 days!

2. We Care is looking for volunteers to deliver thank yous to our restaurants. How to
sign up:  Sign up in the breezeway or contact Coco Crum

3. Thanks for helping to recognize businesses that have “hung in there” during the
pandemic.

4. The UMW Scholarship applications are available! You can download one here, or you
can find it on the UMW page of our website (look under Small Groups/Ministries quick
link to find all our small groups)

5. The Tintabulations handbell choir will be performing here at the church Monday
(tomorrow) at 7pm!

6. Nevadans for the Common Good invite us all to a meeting on June 17at 5:30pm
Register in advance at this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMucumgpj8tE9fmT2bnsnMgjPfJYXH0LYCf
After registering, you’ll receive a confirmation email containing information to join the
meeting.

We Care Moment Brewery Arts Center

Hymn When the Poor Ones, v. 1 and 2

Blessing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13RitpM3H9vQ7ESuNVaTu2BhRzX_gp7fo/view?usp=sharing
https://someaddy.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f16c5d1ffe6b1307b84d39622&id=e6cb86c6e6&e=e31e36b7cb


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
Amen.

Please stay for the singing of the benediction, but, just like earlier, instead of shaking
hands, you may simply cross your arms or put your hands together and bow. Blessings to
you all!

(11:00) Benediction Goodbye Song

Postlude




