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Words of Preparation Rev. Maggie McNaught 

 
Advent is a season of waiting and preparation.  We await the celebration of the birth of 
Christ with excitement, for we know that when the coming days are past, we will awaken 
to Christmas once again.  But now there is much preparation to do in our hearts, in our 
church and in our homes.  
 
Obviously, this year is a little different, and we are distant from each other, but though 
we are celebrating apart, we still hold awareness that we are, indeed, a community in a 
shared time and space when we sing, pray, listen, and worship together.  This afternoon 
we will begin with carols as we prepare our Sanctuary space for Advent and our 
Christmas Eve Pilgrimage as we sing familiar carols recorded by our Joyful Noise Praise 
band.  You are invited to watch and decorate at home as we make our Sanctuary and our 
homes ready to welcome Christ into the world.  
 
Until just yesterday, as history counts time, the best way people had to get rid of darkness 
was to light a candle.  People came very early to feel that a candle could be a symbol of 
victory over spiritual as well as physical darkness. 
 
In this season, we remember light through the words of the Gospel of John:  (light 
Christmas tree) 

 
John 1:1-5 Don Winne 
 “In the beginning was the word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God.  In him was life, and the life was the light of all.  The 
light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.”  
 
Carol “O Come All Ye Faithful” Joyful Noise Praise Band 
(lighting the tree and entrance of the candles) 
 
Legends of the Evergreens  William Houk 
People who hang evergreen in their homes practice an ancient tradition of filling the 
home with plants believed to offer new life and vitality. 

Evergreens remained alive and even bore berries and fruit despite the cold of winter to 
the astonishment of ancient European peoples, who carried these plants into their homes 
in hopes that these plants would give them the same qualities. 

Evergreens symbolized new life and resurrection in many ancient European cultures. The 
ancient Celts decorated with greens for protection and used greens in their winter 
holidays. They tied fruit and other objects to evergreen branches and decorated evergreen 
trees with candles to honor their gods. 



Years later, Christians saw in the evergreens a symbol of eternal life and sued not only 
pine, fir and ceder in the celebrations but also ivy, yew, box, laurel, rosemary, cypress 
and holly. 
Wreaths often included holly, which was considered the most sacred of all greens 
because its leaves stood for the crown of thorns.  One ancient legend says that all holly 
berries were white until after the crucifixion, when they became as red as the drops of 
Jesus’ blood.  The English name for this plant, “holly,” comes from the word “holy.” 
 
Carol “What Child is This?” Joyful Noise Praise Band 
(entrance of greenery and luminaria) 
 
Legend of the Creche Steve and Luke Kordonowy 
At the end of 1223, St. Francis was in Greccio, Italy. His friend, a nobleman named 
Giovanni di Velita, had given the friars a cave in the mountain and Francis had 
transformed it into a hermitage. That year, Francis told the Lord of his desire to celebrate 
Christmas in the cave and to install a manger in it. “I want to evoke the memory of the 
Child of Bethlehem. I want to see Him with my own eyes, as He was, lying in a manger 
and sleeping on the hay between the ox and the donkey.” 

All the inhabitants of Greccio came in large numbers to accompany Francis and to assist 
by torchlight at Midnight Mass. The forest was as illuminated as in broad daylight. The 
Mass was celebrated with the manger as the altar. Everyone responded with great joy. 

The following year, the inhabitants of Greccio remembered that marvelous Christmas 
night with great admiration. That year, they reconstructed the scene of Jesus’ birth in 
caves or stables throughout the whole region. Thus began the tradition of the Christmas 
crèche and from Greccio it quickly spread throughout the world. 
 
The Legend of the Poinsettia Fiori Maiello 
The legend of the poinsettia comes from Mexico. It tells of a girl named Maria and her 
little brother Pablo. They were very poor but always looked forward to the Christmas 
festival. Each year a large manger scene was set up in the village church, and the days 
before Christmas were filled with parades and parties. The two children loved Christmas, 
but were always saddened because they had no money to buy presents. They especially 
wished that they could give something to the church for the Baby Jesus. But they had 
nothing.  

One Christmas Eve, Maria and Pablo set out for church to attend the service. On their 
way they picked some weeds growing along the roadside and decided to take them as 
their gift to the Baby Jesus in the manger scene. Of course they were teased by other 
children when they arrived with their gift, but they said nothing for they knew they had 
given what they could. Maria and Pablo began placing the green plants around the 
manger and miraculously, the green top leaves turned into bright red petals, and soon the 
manger was surrounded by beautiful star-like flowers and so we see them today.  



The Mexicans call the plant,(Flower of the Holy Night) and it is thought to resemble the 
Star of Bethlehem. Dr. Joel Roberts Poinsett, the first American Ambassador to Mexico, 
discovered the Christmas flower there in 1828 and brought it to this country, where it was 
named in honor of him.  It has become one of our most popular Christmas plants. 
 
Carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem” Joyful Noise Praise Band 
(entrance of creche, shepherds, and poinsettias)  
 
Legend of St. Nick Emery, Matthew and William Cooper  
Nicholas was born during the third century in the village of Patara, a village in Turkey. 
His wealthy parents, who raised him to be a devout Christian, died in an epidemic while 
Nicholas was still young. Obeying Jesus' words to "sell what you own and give the 
money to the poor," Nicholas used his whole inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, and 
the suffering. He dedicated his life to serving God and was made a Bishop in the church 
while a  young man.  Bishop Nicholas became known throughout the land for his 
generosity to those in need, his love for children, and his concern for sailors and ships. 
 
One story tells of a poor man with three daughters. In those days a young woman's father 
had to offer prospective husbands something of value—a dowry. The larger the dowry, 
the better the chance that a young woman would find a good husband. Without a dowry, a 
woman was unlikely to marry. This poor man's daughters, without money to marry, were 
destined to be sold into slavery. Mysteriously, on three different occasions, a bag of gold 
appeared in their home-providing the needed dowries. The bags of gold, tossed through 
an open window, are said to have landed in stockings or shoes left before the fire to dry. 
This led to the custom of children hanging stockings or putting out shoes, eagerly 
awaiting gifts from Saint Nicholas. Eventually Saint Nicholas became known as Santa 
Claus and is still the saint of gift giving.  Three gold balls, sometimes represented as 
oranges, are one of the symbols on a tree for Saint Nicholas.  
 
Ornaments and Traditions of our Church Family (video)  

 
Pastoral Prayer Rev. Maggie McNaught 
Almighty God, true Hope of all the earth,  
Prepare in us a warm and welcoming place, where we may receive the King of Creation 
with gladness and kindness and faithfulness. In the center of our crowded days, create a 
quiet place of light and peace, where we can keep these holidays as the holy days they 
were meant to be. Help us help those whom you hold in special care for the sake of their 
special needs. For them we ask gifts that only you can give. 
 
You sent Jesus not with ribbons and wrappings, but with power and grace, whether we 
have been naughty or nice. Receive our thanks, our praise and our prayers through the 
grace of Christ who taught us to pray….. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Reading  Isaiah 9:6-7 Don Winne 



For a child has been born for us, 
   a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7 His authority shall grow continually, 
   and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
   He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
   from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this  

CAROL - Hark the Herald Angels Joyful Noise Praise Band 
(entrance of angels) 
 
Blessing Rev. Maggie McNaught 
The tradition of the Advent wreath traces back to an old Scandinavian custom that 
celebrated the coming of light after a season of darkness.  Candles were placed on a 
horizontal wheel and spun.  As the candles went round and round, you saw a continuous 
circle of light.  These four candles provide us with a visual way to count off four Sundays 
of the Advent season.  The flame of each new candle reminds us that something is 
happening AND something more is still to come.  The Advent season is not complete 
until all four candles are lighted with the central Christ candle also burning brightly on 
Christmas Eve and Day.  Together we say, “Come Lord Jesus, come.”  
 
May the Light of the World shine on us this day and all the days of Advent as we prepare 
him room.  
 
Postlude  “Patapan” Katie Cardoza 


