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Welcome, Happenings -Rev Maggie 
 
Song “Come, We that Love the Lord ”  UMH 732  

 
Opening Prayer  
ONE: Christ Jesus, 

we come into your presence 
from many different places. 
We come with songs of joy 
and shouts of gratitude. 
We come carrying heavy burdens 
and sighs of suffering. 
As you welcome us into your house, 
lift our burdens and receive our praise. 
Salt us with your grace 
and flavor us with your mercy. 
Bind us together, 
that we may be at peace with one another 
and be strengthened to go forth 
in service to the world. 
 



ALL: Praise be to God, the Giver of many gifts! 
Our help is in God’s name, the One who calls us here. 
We come with songs of praise, 
with prayers too deep for words. 
Blessed be the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth! 
Blessed be the Lord! 
Amen! 

 
Passing of the Peace  
Say:  And now let’s take a moment to share the peace of Christ with those gathered with us at home 
and with those gathered with us online.  Peace be with you. 
 
Scripture  
In the temple, where our following story occurs, the collection plate or treasury, refers to a container 
shaped like an inverted trumpet for protection against theft when people gave their offerings.  There 
were apparently 13 of these receptacles in the Court of the Women inside the Temple.  While the 
widow’s gift was of little monetary value, but of great cost to her.  Let’s listen to the story. 
 
Luke 21:1-4           Message Version 
 Just then Jesus looked up and saw the rich people dropping offerings in the collection plate. 
Then he saw a poor widow put in two pennies. He said, “The plain truth is that this widow has 
given by far the largest offering today. All these others made offerings that they’ll never miss; 
she gave extravagantly what she couldn’t afford—she gave her all!”  
 
Special Music “We Gather Together”  Michelle Powers & Edith Isidoro-Mills  
 
Witness to the Word “The Importance of the Priceless Gift”  
Perhaps you remember the Visa commercials in the priceless series awhile ago. Each commercial 
showed an event and priced out the things you needed to buy for it. For example—ticket to the prom 
$25.; new shoes $70.; evening handbag $40.; prom dress $200.   The smile your daughter wears 
while she is going out the door with her date—priceless. 
 
I believe that is the kind of feeling Jesus was getting at in the gospel reading we have for today. 
Jesus is sitting in the part of the temple where the treasury is, watching rich and poor alike put in their 
contributions to the Temple. 
 
I'm not sure how he got away with that. People were as uptight then as they are now about letting 
others know what they give. It would be like one of our ushers watching every dollar and reading 
every check placed into our offering plate.  We’d be uncomfortable, wouldn’t we? 
 
Anyway, Jesus notices that several of the wealthy people were making a big noise out of their large 
gifts but then he caught sight of a poor widow who put in all that she had.  Jesus points this woman 
out to the disciples and the significance of her gift-priceless! 
 
The others gave out of their excess. She gave all she had. She put her life on the line and risked it in 
order to be in an intimate relationship with God. A relationship in which she placed all her trust in 
God.  In essence it really was a priceless gift. 
 
Think for a moment of what the giving of that gift did for her and her relationship to God. When we 
give out of our excess it can be generous or stingy, it can 
be important or trivial.  
 



When we give all that we have, our relationship to the one receiving the gift has changed. Our 
relationship is deepened (Priceless). There is more commitment, love, honesty, and life itself is at 
stake relying on the compassion and mercy of the one receiving this gift--God. 
 
Take a moment too, to think what it is like to be a poor widow who has no rights in society, is pitied by 
all and probably does not have a very exciting life. 
 
The gift she gave to God is a gift where she became alive and vital. Her gift does makes a difference.  
In giving her gift she experienced power and the thrill of making a meaningful contribution to the work 
of God. For she really believed in the work of the temple or she would not have given this gift. She put 
her destiny, her future into God's hands. In gambling terms, we would say she through her lot in with 
God. 
 
The action was done out of love, and brought her a sense of liberation and fulfillment that is never 
experienced when a gift is only given out of the excess that one has. 
 
There is a movie out on video called Agnes Brown.  It is about an English woman and her 7 children. 
Their father is killed in a car accident and the movie focuses on how the family re-builds their life. As 
one might imagine money is tight. Many months pass and the mother is invited by a local baker to go 
out on a date. She nervously agrees to go.  The children know about this and realize that their mother 
does not have an appropriate outfit to wear so they pull their money together, deliver papers, collect 
bottles and the eldest son gets a 12-week advance on his pay and they buy a beautiful dress for their 
mother to wear on this date.  
 
The children sacrificed a great deal to give this gift but it was one of the most exciting times they had 
had and their mother was deeply touched (priceless) 
I would like all of us to think about gifts that we have given. These might be material gifts, gifts of 
service, offering of skills, a gift of love, a gift of assistance.  
Think about the different gifts in your life. 
 
Now focus on one gift where in the giving of the gift you felt a sense of joy, freedom, liberation, mercy 
or fulfillment. 
 
How did that gift strengthen your relationship with the one receiving the gift--did it bring the two of you 
into a more intimate, personal relationship? 
 
If you are willing, give us a phrase how giving that gift made you feel and put it in the chat line. 
 
These are events where the act of giving strengthened our spirits, our character and brought us into a 
closer more vital relationship with another. 
 
Giving is so important.  Without the ability to give we can become isolated, self-centered persons and 
the world would become a not very pleasant place. 
 
When we give to the church we do so for two reasons. Through the church our giving helps us to 
achieve our goals—being in community with others, helping people in Carson City and around the 
world, providing services to people at their times of great 
joy and sorrow such as baptisms, memorial services and weddings, providing guidance for our 
children and youth. You name it, most of the things that we value are supported by the ministry of the 
church. 
 



The other reason we give is that we need to give to God through the church. Giving to God in this 
way strengthens our souls, brings us into a closer more personal and intimate relationship with God.  
 
Giving helps us to realize that we are God's partners in this world. (priceless) 
 
Giving brings us out of ourselves and makes a statement to ourselves and the world about what is 
important to us and where our allegiance lies. 
 
There is a story about a man named John. John was a graduate student who earned $400 a month 
while he was a full time student.  John was also very active in his church. He felt very good about the 
fact that he tithed his earnings to the church. He gave $40 each month to further the work of the 
church. 
 
John graduated and got a good job and gradually begins to rise in his company. With each promotion 
his salary grew. 
 
One day John came in to talk to his pastor about how difficult it was to tithe now that he was making 
so much money. He asked his pastor for help because John really wanted to tithe. A year later, John 
came back in and said none of the pastor’s ideas worked and so he asked the pastor to pray with him 
about it. 
 
The pastor’s prayer was short and simple: Dear God, John is a man of faith and now that he earns 
$100,000 a year; he finds it impossible to tithe, please give him back him back his old job of $400 per 
month so he will find it easier to tithe. 
 
I think the message of that story is clear.  
 
The other unspoken part of what Jesus was doing at the temple was a very simple message, if you 
have received blessings of wealth in your life, God expects you to share those blessings with others. 
We all live in a very wealthy nation compared to other nations in the world.  Because of that fact we 
have a special obligation and opportunity in God’s eye to help those who are less fortunate. 
 
McDonalds sells extra value meals for a few cents more and you get a bunch more french fries and 
soda.  
 
But giving to God through the church isn’t about getting more, it’s about building our relationship with 
God and each other more deeply. 
 
A part of following Jesus, of being a disciple is to give to the church in such a way that our gifts are 
extra special and call out the best that there is in us. 
 
I invite you to reflect on how you are doing giving of your financial resources as well as the gifts of 
your time and talents. 
 
What areas in your life need deepening or freeing?  What relationships need strengthening and 
support by taking the risk, by taking the time of giving and of sharing yourself? 
 
Perhaps it is relationship with your son or daughter, your husband or wife, a friend, a neighbor, a 
co-worker or God. 
 
This is a good time to reassess and make those commitments of time, energy and money that reflect 



our values.  
 
It is through giving that our relationships are strengthened, meaning is found and our lives made 
whole. (Priceless) Amen. 
 
Song “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee” UMH 430  

 
Pastoral Prayer/ Lord’s Prayer  
ONE: For the empty seat, we hold silence. 
 
ALL: Love, have mercy. 
 
ONE: For the two hundred thousand and more, we weep. 
 
ALL: Love, have mercy. 
 
ONE: For the homes incinerated, we mourn. 
 
ALL: Love, have mercy. 
 
ONE: For the rule of law, we lament. 
 
ALL: Love, have mercy. 
 
ONE: For kindness and nonviolence, we pray. 
 
ALL: Love, have mercy. 
 



ONE: For courage to stand, to speak, to act, we pray. 
 
ALL: Love, have mercy. 
 
ONE: For faith in one another, 

that we still hold the future in our hands, we pray. 
 
ALL: Love, have mercy. 
 
ONE: For justice that dismantles oppression, 

hope that overcomes despair, 
for faith that overpowers dread, 
for love that defeats fear, 
for joy that will not be taken from us, we pray. 

 
ALL: Love, have mercy. 
 
ONE: In the face of all that oppresses, 

give us trust in grace unseen; 
give us hearts to rise, to serve, 
yes, even to sing 

 
ALL: for life, for life For life! 
 
ONE: Through the grace of Jesus Christ, we pray together,  
Our God, who art in heaven….Amen. 
 
Remembering Patricia Nettles -Rev. Maggie 
 
Song: “A Charge to Keep I Have” UMH 413 

 
Benediction  


